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1 JOHN 5:21, ESV, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” 

PSALM 139:23-24, NLT, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point 

out anything in me that offends you and lead me along the path of everlasting.”  

Let’s take a test before we get to the scripture 

1. Do you have any conflict in your life? 

2. Do you experience moments of extreme irritation toward someone you otherwise love? 

3. Are there people who simply push your buttons more than others? 

4. Do certain things drive you crazy on a daily basis? 

 

- We need to recognize that the people in our way have been sent to us by a wise and sovereign King. 

He never gets a wrong address and always chooses just the right moment to expose our hearts, our 

idols, and realign it to him. 

 

- God uses relationships and conflict within those relationships to expose idols in our life. 

JAMES 4:1-2, ESV, “What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions 

are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight 

and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.” 

-  Our greatest problem is inside of us and the only solution is outside of us. 

JAMES 4:1 “Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?” 

JAMES 4:2, ESV, “You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 

quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.” 

JAMES 4:3, ESV, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” 

JAMES 4:4-5, ESV, “You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? 

Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is 

to no purpose that the Scripture says, ‘He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us?’ 

- Desire: becomes “I wish…” 

- Demand: “I want…”  

- Need: “I must…”  

- Expectation: “You should…”  

JAMES 4:6, ESV, “But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 

humble.” 


